
Description: 

Dis coaster 
pseudovariabilis 

Discoaster pseudovariabilis MARTINI & WoRSLEY, 1971 

Figs. 2-8 - Discoaster pseudovariabilis n. sp. 2) 6-rayed specimen, phase 
contrast DSDP. x 1600. 3, 4) 6-rayed specimen. Holotype: USNM 
651534. (3) high focus; (4) medium focus. 5, 6) 6-rayed specimens. 
7, 8) 5-rayed specimen. (7) High focus; (8) M edium focus. 3-8) DSDP 
63-1- 6-3,25-26 em, Miocene, Zone NN. 9) Light-micrograph. x 1300. 

Six- or rare five-rayed relatively large forms with slender rays, which are bifurcated at the 

ends. On one side there is a small star-shaped knob with tips pointing towards the rays. Be

tween the bifurcations of the rays a tongue-like projection is pointing slightly downwards. In 

the lower part of its occurrence the projection is short with two dent-like tips, but is commonly 

more prominent in the upper part of the occurrence of the species. 

Size (diameter): 16 to 23 microns. 
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Remarks: 

D. pseudovariabilis is related to D. variabilis MARTINI & BRAMLETTE, which has <<web-like)) 
structures between the bifurcations of rays, but without tongue-like projections. A similar 
species is D. subsurculus GARTNER from the Globorotal£a fohsi lobata and robusta Zones of the 
Cipero Formation in Trinidad (approximately equivalent to NN 7 and NN 6), but is smaller, 
has shorter rays and a rather large central area as compared with the length of rays. 

Type level: 

Miocene, Discoaster hamatus Zone (NN 9). 

Type locality: 

DSDP 63-1-6-3, 25-26 em, Pacific Ocean. 

Distribution: Few or common in DSDP 63-1-5-2, 125-126 em to 63-1-6-5, Zones NN 9 to 
NN 8/(Discoaster hamatus Zone and Catinaster coalitus Zone), Miocene. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 651534, figs. 3, 4. 

Author: 

Martini E. and Worsley T., 1971, p. 1500; pl. 3, figs. 2-8. 

Reference: 

Tertiary calcareous nannoplancton from the western equatorial Pacific. Initial Reports of the 
Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 7, part. 2, pp. 1471-1507, pls. 1-3, 3 text figs., 8 tables. 
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